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written by a wildly excited newspaper scribbler. The article 
assumes (Brain, July, 1882) that there is no such thing as 
a systematized delusion, and in contradicting Dr. Hammond, 
directly contradicts statements made on p. 248 of Bucknill 
and Tuke’s work. It directly contradicts also the opinions of 
Crichton Browne, cited approvingly by Dr. Bucknill (op. cit., p. 
245). Bad an example of phil-Uticaism as this is, in the next 
number of Brain appears a still worse. Dr. Bucknill actually 
takes Dr. Luys to task for not making any allusion to the 
“labors” of “ Dr.” Deecke, which have been ridiculed at home 
and abroad. Such an insult to Luys is a painful reflection on 
the scientific discrimination of Dr. Bucknill. To judge from 
these two articles one would be led to believe that Dr. Bucknill 
has forgotten what he himself has written, and has read nothing 
but the American Journal of Insanity for the last ten years. 
“ Dr.” Deecke has not written any thing on cerebral anatomy, so 
there was no possible excuse for Dr. Bucknill’s slur on Dr. Luys. 
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d.—THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 

Nerve-vibration in the Treatment of Nervous Diseases. 
—The most important of recent contributions to neurological 
therapeutics, measured by its claims, is that of nerve-vibration. 
The subject has been before the profession for two years or more, 
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current was applied for one minute to each side of the neck along 
the course of the pneumogastric. The sense of oppression was 
immediately relieved. Ten such applications in the course of 
three weeks were followed by complete freedom from the attacks 
for more than two years.—AerztL Intelligenzbl., No. 39, 1881. 

Stretching the Sciatic for Tares.—A. Podres reports two 
cases. The first was that of a man, age forty-five, who had 
suffered from tabes dorsalis for eleven years. After the opera¬ 
tion, in which the left sciatic was stretched, the patient was re¬ 
lieved of pain, and there was great improvement in sensibility 
and motility. The patient remained under observation six months. 
The second case was that of a man, age thirty-eight, who had 
suffered from tabes for four years. Both sciatics were stretched. 
The patient failed to react after the operation. The wound did 
not heal, bed-sores appeared, and the patient died in one and a 
half months.— Wratsch, 1882, Nos. 38 and 39 ; CentralbL f. Chi- 
rurg.y January 13, 1883. 

Another Electric Brush Battery.—Dr. H. Mallory has in¬ 
vented an instrument, which consists of a regular faradic battery, 
mounted upon a metallic brush. The inventor has found it all- 
sufficient, and reports cases of sciatica and rheumatism relieved by 
its application. The strength or mode of generating his current 
is not described.—Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic. 

Epidermic Use of the Oleates.—Dr. Squibb recommends the 
epidermic use of the oleates, on the ground that oleic acid is very 
rapidly absorbed by the skin. The oleates of aconitia and atro- 
pia are two per cent, solutions of these drugs in oleic acid. The 
oleate of morphia is a five-per-cent, solution. A drop of either of 
the two former, applied to the skin, very rapidly produces local 
and constitutional effects. In treating neuralgias with aconite, 
the oleate is considered to be the best method of administering 
the drug.—Squibb's EphemeriSy 1882. 

The Treatment of Spinal Diseases.—Professor Roberts 
Bartholow, in a lecture upon this subject, divides spinal diseases, 
for purposes of therapeutical study, into (1) acute inflammatory, 
(2) chronic inflammatory, and (3) nutritional diseases. 

As regards the first class, the use of ergot is deprecated, since it 
contracts the arterioles, but allows of stasis in the veins, which, in 
the spinal canal, have a capacity of four times that of the arteries. 
Instead of ergot, digitalis is recommended, and we are told that 
it does more to restore the normal balance of the intra-spinal cir¬ 
culation than any other remedy. After digitalis comes aconite, and 


